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THE OPERATIONS OF THE loT BATTALION, 502ND PARACHUTE INFANTRY
' {10127 _.IRBORNE DIVISION) “T CHAMPS, BELGIUM
25 DECENMEBER 1944, 0330 to 0900
( ARDENNES G'WPAIGN)
{ Parsonal EX periance of & Company Ccmmander)

INTRODUCTICON

This monograph covars the operations 5f the 1st Battalion,
©02nd Parachute Infénfry, 101st dirborne Division at Champs, Belgium,
25 December 1944, from 0330 until 0900 hours, in the Ardennes Cem~
palgn. | | R

_- This action was one of the rore important encazements in the de-
fense of Basfcgne, Belgium by the 10lst Airborne Division. In order
to orient the reader for the action, it will be necessarj to give a
short resume of the events that lead up to the écfibn.

On 16 December 1944, when General Ksrl Von Runstedt began the
last grest Geman counter-offensive in the west, the XVIII Airbcrne
Corps, United States Army, was in.Allied‘Expeditionary Forces Eeserve;
The XVIII Airborne'Corps, at this time, was composed of Corps Head~
quarters (Advanced) operating from Rheima,:rfanoe; the 82nd Airborne
Division located at Soissons, France; and the 10lst Airborne Division
stationed at Camp Mourmelon le Grande, France, Both Diﬁision camps
were located approximately twenty-five miles to the north and north-
east of Rheims. (1) (2)

The XVIII Aiébbrne corpé had been relieved in November 1944 from
~ the Holland sector of the Rhineland Campaign, where they had operated
under the British Sscond Army and the Canadian First Army. The 82nd
Division had cleared Holland in mid November with the 10lst Division
following in the lattef part of the ssme month., The DPivisions, when
relieved, were ordered to a rest area in France, in order that they
might be re-equipped, reorganized, and brought up to Table of Organi-

zatlon strength. 4As both Divisions haed remained in Holland much

-

(1) A=-1, p. 75; (2) Personasl knowledgs, self,

Se




1énger then originally planned, it was felt that at least two months
were nesded for the Divisioms to be trained for future airborme op-
erations. Many of the'Corps pafsonnel felt‘that the next mission
weuld-ﬁa in support of the efossing of the Rhine Rivor, the sannmis?
sion that they had attempted in conjunction with the 1lst British Air-
borne Division in September 1944. (3} (4) o i _
When the XVIII Corps was alerted to help stem the German counter-
. offensive, the Béﬁd and the 101st Airborme Divisions were eoﬁbat '
equipped, ibaded upon truecks, and or their way to the battle area in
'approximately eleven hours, This was one of the fastest moves ever
made by a unit of this size in the history of United States Arﬁy.
The rapid move was a result or_smooth-stafr runcticning and the prompt
responée of ﬁhe well seasoned troops. Supply personmel working with
graat.speed aﬁd'determinaticn saw that the Divisions were fully
‘sguipped with the eieeption of & few unimportant items. (5)
| The 82nd Division "pulled out" slightly=&head br the 18lst Divi-
sion, as they were more fully equipped and proeeeded to Werbomdot,
Balgium, where they took ﬁp positions against the enemy cn 18 December
1044. Tha XVII1 Corps was split at this time since it could not be-
come oporational until 19 Decembar 1944, The 101st Divisien was a8t~ |
tached to VIII Corps, under the command of Ma jor General Troy _ |
HMiddleton, through whose garea the initial German assault had been
presséd. The 82nd Division wes attached to vV Corps but reverted
back to XVIII Corps arter a short period., (8) |
' The 10lst Division wa s routed to Bastogne, Bolgium by Headqu&rtors
Allied Expeditionary Forees. ureat importance was sttached to this
town by Lieutenant General W. B, Smith, SHAEF Chief of Staff, as it wes

fed by seven first class rosds and one railroad. In hie estiﬁatiun

(3) Personal knowledge, selr; (4) A-2, p. 1z (5) Statement Gaptain
Kendig, 10lst Div, Hg.; (6) A-2 , p. 10, 11, 12; A-3, p. 108. |
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of the situation, Gemersl Smith guickly realized that Bastogne was
vitally needed by the Germans in their attiempted drive to Antwerp
and the sea. (7) (See Map 4) |
The 10lst Airborne Division was organically comprised of four
combat tesms ﬁhich are listed =& follows: | |
| 501st Parachute Infantry Combat Teem
502nd Parachute Infantry Combat Team
506th Parachute Infantry Combat Tesamn
327th Glider. Infantry Combat Team
It is pointed out that the normal infantry division is crganiZQQ into
three regimental combat teams, while the airborne division is composed
of fou& regimental combat teams. This difference was due to the or-
ganic strength of the paréchute rifle company, which consisted of
eight officers and only one hundred aﬁd nineteen enlisted men, approx- .
imately half the strength of the normsel infantry rifle company. The |
101lst Division wes under sirength for two reasons, _The_glider ele~
ments hed not received thelr replacements for the men lost in fho
Byinelénd Cempaigh, and one battallion was on leaée in Paris when the
orders came o move to the front. This battalion was not returned to
Camp Mourmelon bscause it was desired 4o move the division with maxi-
mum security. (8) _ |
In the defense of EastOgne, all four regiments and the Division
Enginﬁers, which were employed as infentry, were cdmmitted into seec-
tors of the Division perimeter at.the sgme time, The 813t Anti-
"Aircraft Battalion, and‘the 705th Tank Destroyer Batialion gaﬁe anti-
tank-éuppcrt to the Division in its defensive position. The 705th
Tank Déstréyer Battalion had bsen operaﬁing'some sixty miles north
of Bastogne when the b:eakthrough came. It was ordered 1o joln VIII.
Corps in Bastogne by the Nineth Army and upon arrivel at Basiogne
was attached to the 10lst Division. The timely arrival of this Tank
Destroyer Battalion was fto contribute immeasureably to the éuccess

{7) A-1, p. 75; &-2, p. 8; (8) Personsl knowledge, self; Statement
Capt. Adams, 3287th Gli, Inf. ‘
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of the 10lst Airborne Division in the defense of the town, as the
attacking German Forces wers heavy 1n armor and airborne‘divisions
have few orgaﬁic anti-tank weapons. The Division Aftilléry was not
'directlyremployed in;support of the different regimcnts-but was massed
to give support whers it was most needed. {9) |
During the pericd covered by this monograph, the 10lst Divi-

slon wes generally employed as follows: The 506ih Parachute infantry :
was located on the north-easi sector, the 50lst Paraghute Infantry
on the east and south-east side, the 327th Glider Infantry on the
south south-east and western edge, and the 502nd Perachute Infantry
on the northwest, north and north north-sast portion of the perimeter.
The Division Engineers were committed in the southern sector in cdn-
junction with the 327th Glider Infantry. (10) (See Map 4)

| In order to give the reader the exact organization of the 101s%
Alrborne Division and o give .just credit to the many units attached
to the Division; the Americen Order of Battle is listed.

| AMERICAN .ORDER OF BATTLE |

101 st Airborne Divigion

501st Parachute Infantry Regilment

502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment

506th Parachutie Infantry Regiment

327th  Glider Infentry Regiment
321lst Glider  TField Artillery Basttalion
907th Glider = Field Artillery Battalion
377th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
4863rd Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
81lst Alrborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion
326th Airborane Engineer Battalion
326th Airborne Medical Company
426th Airborne Quartermaster Company
801st Airborne Maintenance ©rd Company
10let Airborne  Signsl Company

ATTACHED UNITS3

Combat Command B, 10th Armored Division
705th Tank Destroyer Battalion
755th Field Artillery Battalion
Company G, 9th Armored Engineers
969th Field Artillery Battalion
Combat Command R (37th Battalion) 4th Armored Division (11)

{(9) Personal knowledge, self; A-2, p. 9; (10) Personal knowledge, self;
Statement Capt. Evens, 327th Gli.Inf,; 4=-2, p% 158; (11) 4A-2,p.viii,xi,
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Commitment of the XVIII Airborne Corps presented a very im-
portant ﬁicture to the wermsn High Commend. Lieutenant General
Henrich Von Luttwitz, Commanding General of the XXXXVII Panzer
Corps, was informed g: this move by means of a radio intercept.
This, to his mind, removed the last obstacle which had bsen worry-
ing the German Command since operation "Market" in Septemher 1944,
when the 1st Allied Airborne Army almost succeeded in turning the
 Upper Baine River for the 21st British Army Group. General Von
Iuttwitz dreﬁ two important conclusions from this intereppt. In’
the first place, and of prime importance, this removed the threat
of an airborne attack upon the rear of the attacking wermsn Armies,
and secondly, it showed him that SHAEF Regerves in this area were
very limited if such highly specialized troops wére'committﬁd into
battle in the role of ground troops. {18)

The German asseult upon Bastogne was conducted by the XXXXVII
Panzer Corps of the vV Panzer Army. Four German Divisions and ele-
ments of two othérs were: thrown against.the'lolst Division perinﬁter
at Bastogne during the seige of the town. The six divisions wﬁich '
played the me jor role in the attacks arne listed as follows in'orddr

of importance:

GEEMAN ORDER OF BATTLE

2nd Panzer Division
Panzer Lehr Division _
15th Panzergrenadier Division
286th volksgrenmadier Diviaion
5th Parachute Infantry Division (BElements)
560th Volksgrenadiar Division {13)

FIRST BATTLAION, 502rd PARACHUTE INFANTRY
. AT CHAMPS, BEiﬁIﬁH
2

OnADecember 1944 the 50Znd Paraehute Infantry was in position

or the northwsat, north and north northeast sector of the Division

(12) A-2, p. 174, 179; (13) Personal knowledge, self.
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as follows: The Second Battalion, less B Company (which was in
Paris when the Division left Camp Mourmelon) extended from approii-
mately four hundred yards east of Champs to Longchemps inclusive,
The Third Battalion sxiended from Longchsmps io two hundred yards
west of Foy, where it joined the Sbeth Parachute Infantry. The 1st
Batielion was located at Hemroulle on the Givry-Bastogne'Road; The
Battalion was intact except for Company A which was manning a road-
block at Champs under Regimental Control and one platoon of B Com=-
pany whiéh waé also manning a roadblock under Regimental COQtrol on
the Bastogne-Longchemps Rosd. (14) | |

The First Battalion was at full Table of Organization strength
as 1% hed not been committed in any of thé previous engagements of |
the Regiment. It had been in Division Reserve for approximately four
_days and had been returned to Regimenfal Control on 24 December 1944,
In physical stamina;/the-Battalion, was pnot up to par, due ito0 ex-
tensive mansuvering undergone while under Division Control. Most of
the maneuvering was done in aeep spow with full packs (musstte bags)
with a blanket roll tied upon the top of the pack. The extreme cold
and the short ration of one mesl per day was beginning to be felt
by the men. The single meal Was composed of two itablespoons of hash
and ecorn coffes. lorale and esprit de corps were high, as usual,
and the Bettalion felt that it was well able to accomplish any mig-
gsion thaet it might be called upon to preform. The men were well
trained and combat seasoned, having compléted two hard and gruelling
ceampaigns in Normandy and Holland. Many of the men had been wounded
.and refurned to their organizations from h63pitals during the period
between operstions., Approximstely twenty_percent 6f the men were re-
placemqhts, but they had been well indoeirinated and were ready tb'
take their places with the ssasoned troops. {15)

(14) A-2, p. 168; Personal knowledge, self; (15) Statement Capt.
Dody, 502nd Prcht. Inf.; Personal knowledgze, self.
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Christmas Eve Day was fairly quiet wltain the L0lst Division
perimeter. Bastogne was heavily bombed twice during the night.

48 & result the Battalion receivéd 1little sleep on the night before
one of the most eventful'days in the history of the Batfalion;

At 0245 of 25 December 1944 there was an intense shelling of
Chemps whers A Company was maintaining the roadblock. 4t 0300 &
Company was hit by a German attack. A call to Captain dallace A.
8wanson, A4 Company commanding Ofricer; by the Begimoutal Exscutive
-Ofricer, Lt. Col. Patrick F. Cassidy, yielded little information as
the fighting hg@ not developed enough for Captain Swanson to de~-
termine the extent of the attaeck. Col, Cassidy called Capt. Swanson
again &t 0330 and recelived the report tha? 4 Company was engaged in
hand to hand combat with & largs German force. As they were talking
the_phone lines went out., 4t this time LiautenantrColonel Steve A.
Chappuls, the Regimentsl Commander, was awekened by Col. cassidy}
Col. Chappuls immediately called Major John D. Hanldn, Commanding
Officer of the ?irst Battalion, and ordered him to reporéﬂihe Regi~
mental Commend Post at Rolle. Major Hanlon slerted B and ¢ Companies
and -procesdsd to Boila. Upon arrival &t the Comnand Post he was
ordered by Col. Chappuis to move B Compeny forward to Champs to give
A cqmpany all poséible gesistence., All afforts 1o contesct A Company
both by Signal Corps Radio 300 and phone proved unsuccessful, and
as a result Major Banlon left the Command Post toc make hils way for-"‘
ward to Chemps to try to determine the existing situation. {18)

At the semé time that Major Hanlon left for Champs, Col. Chap-
puis received a message from Li. Col. Thomas H. Sutliffe, Commanding
Officer of the Second Battalion, stating that while his front had

not become engaged, amall groups of the enemy were iInfiltrating

{18) A-2, p. 157; Statement Col. Cessidy, 502nd Parachute Infeniry.
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through the gap which existed between the left flsnk of his Bat~
talion and A Compsny. He alﬁc stated that E Company had been shift-
'eﬂ slightly to meet this infiltration but his lines were overextend-.
ed and a partial gap still remsined. Col. Chappuis cduntered this
enemy action by sending the Second Pletoon of B Company, which was
manning the roadblock on the Longchemps-Bastogne Road, o oppoa§ the
infiltration, Thils the Second Platoon did'successrully, under the
leadership of 1st Lt. Stewart and Staff Sergeant Chester A. Eﬁntz. {17)
At 0545 Major Hanlon called Col. Chappuils and informed him that
4 Company was still locked with the enemy but appeared to bs holding
Champs; however, the house to house Tighting was very sevesre., ﬁe
 also infommed Col. Chappuis that B Company had taken up temporary
positions astride the Champs-Bastogne Road on the ridge.overlcoking
Champs. Major Hanlon requested permission to keep B Company in this
'position until daylight, as he reslized B Company was in posi tion te
counter-attack to restore the lines, or fo support a withdrawal if
such'ﬁecame necessary. It was further realized by Major Henlen ahﬂ-
the B company coﬁmander that &ll resefve value of #he Company would
be lost 1f it were pushed into Chemps in the darkness, as the close
Tighting made it impossible te distinguish friend rrcm foe. Permis-
sion to withhold the Company was granted by €ol. Ghappuis. (18)
Shortly after this call the Company Commander of_B Company movéd-
his command post back rrom;the ridge overlooking Champs, as 1t was
receiving a large volumn of unaimed small arms fire from Chemps.
Leaving the command post under the command of lst‘Lt. Gurcuru,.ﬁhe
'Ccmpany Executive Offi&er, 1st Lt. Claregce A. Thompson, the B Com-
pany Commander returned to the front line platoons to selset posaible

routes for & counter-atiack at daylight and to iry to estebllish con-

'(17) Statement Lt. Stewart, 502nd Preht. Inf,; Personsl knowledge,
self; (18) A-2, p. 158, 159.; Personal knowledge, self.
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tact with C Company, 401lst Glider Infantry Battallon, which was
supposed to move in on B Company's left flénk. {19)

Back at the Reglwental COmmand'POSt; Colonels Chappuis and
Cassidy had made'ap,accurato e;timation of the situatién and'wore
anxiously awalting the next German blow. This, they helieved, would
come to the west of the Regimental area, through the point where the
227%h Glider Infantry's boundary joined that of the 502ﬁd's area,
Thare had bean a gap between the itwo regimenis but this had been
partially blocked when B Company took up ita,position overlooking
Chemps. The 502nd Infantry Command Post'was_under hea?y artillery
fire at this time and cémmunications to the 1l0lst Airborne Division
Headquariters by radio and by wire were out. (20)

Shortly before dawn Ltf Thompson received word from his left
flank-platooﬁ that contact had been established with C ccmpany,
401st Glider infantry‘Battalion. The message also stated that Cap-
tain Preston E. Townes, the Company Commander of C Conpany, would .
meet him at a c¢crossroads some four hundred yards behind the front
line platoons of B Company. Lt. Thompson issued his warning order
for tiae counter-attack and left for the crossroads acécmpanied by his
SCR 536 radic operator, Private Turner, to meset Captain Townes. (21)'

C Company, 502nd Porachute Infantry, which had been under glert
sinece B Zonpany haé moved out, racezived orders from Bettalion to
nove out., grzrrimTER, Mzjor Hanlon hod decided to move C Coupany up
to join.B Conpany, as he realiied that both companies would have to bhe
cormitted in order to assure the suecess of a counte:-attack. Be had
come to the conelusian‘that this was an all out German attack and not
e diversion., German field orders captured later in the morning provedjf
his conclusions to be correet. (22}

(19) Personal knowledge, self; {20) A-2, p..159, 160; (21) Personal
knowledge, self; (22) Statement Capt. Cody, 502nd Precht, Inf,
1le




c Campany 7as halted by order of Bsttallon some eight hun=
dred yards to the south of B Company, in order that Capt, Cody might

havg the opportunity to come forward to make his personasl recon-.
naissance and coordinate with the B Compeny Commander for the coun-
ter~attack, (23)

Captain Cody complied with these orders at onde, making & snap
dacision which was to be the deciding factor in the forthcoming |
engagement. Instead of leaving his trodps disperssd in the approach~
march formation along tﬁﬁ road, with local security out, he ordered
C Compeny off the rosd and had them prepare all éround defensive
positions, This decision was made as Captain Cody was well aware
of the thin line that existed betwsen the 327th Glider Infentry and
the 502nd Parachute Infantry. (24)

%hile the company was moving off & the road, G Company 6f the
40lst Glider Infantry Battaiion, passeé througﬁ on their way 10
take up positions in the right sector of the 327ih Glider Infantry

sector, This was the same company_ﬁhat was 1o make contact, later

in the morning, with B Company and finish sealing the gap that ex-
isted between the 3287th Glider Infaniry and the 5028nd Parachute
Infantry. . (25)
C Company, 502nd Paraqhute Infantry was deployed in the follow-

ing manner: The First and Third Platuona‘astabiished positioﬁs
~along the southwest portion of the woods to the west of the Champs-
Bastogne Rosd., The Second Platoon took up positions to the weat of
the 40lst Glider Infantfy Battelion Command Post., The Company Com-
mand Post was loceted just off of the road near the center of the
Second Platoon., (28} (See Map B)

(23) statement Cept, Cody, 502nd Inf,; (24) Statement Capt. Cody,
502nd Inf.; (25} Psrsonal knowledgs, self; (26) Statement Capt. Cody.
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1+, Thompson, B'Company.CGmmander, procesded to the crossroads
‘wﬁore he was to meet Capt, Townss, 4018t Glider Infantry, and found
that officar waiting fa: him, As they were discussing the situs~
tion they were joined by 1st Lieutenant Sesmuel B, Nickels, S-2 of/
the First Battalion, 502nd Parachute Infantry.  Lt. Nickelz was on
h;s way to Chemps to see A Company's position ﬁhen daylight ceme,

Lt, Wickles was giving Ceptsin Toﬁnes and Lt. Thompson the latest
information of the situation‘frcm Battalion Headqguariers when Lieu-
tenant Thompson glenced down the road towérﬂs Hemroulle to discover
nine tracked vehicles in a field approximately one hundred yards.a-
way. These vehicles ware ridden bj infantry and heéded in the direc¢-
tlon of Hemroulls, They were in & single column and were st & stand-
st1ll within fifty yards of the temporafy B Compsny Command Post.

The group broke up at a run, with Lieutensnt Nickels hoading‘across
the field to the 502nd Regimentsl Command Post, Captein Townes racing
for his Company's positions and Lisutenant Thompson runﬁing for the

B ccmpanj front lines, ({27)

Lisutenant Nickels alerted the 502nd Command Post and a serateh
force composed of cooks, elefks and walking wounded under- ihe command
or Captain James C, Stone, B0Znd Parachute infantry Hesdquarters Com=-
mendant, wes dispatched to meet the enemy. (28)

Lieutenant Thompson upon reaching his company, ordered ths
platoons faced to fhe'rear to meet this new threat. Commendeering

a Jjeep w@ich was coming up the rozd from Chemps, he rushed to the
bottom of the ridge to inform Major Henlon, Major Hanlon immediately
dispatched.two Tank Destiroyers, which had been supporting A Company,
" with Lieutenant Thompson to meet the enemy. Upon reaching the top of
the ridge it wes found that the enemy was gathered sround the 40lst ‘

Glider Infaniry Commend Post. Lt. Thompson decided to send the Third

(27) (28) Bye witness, self.




Platoon, under the commend of lst Lieutenant Porier C. Little,

to a tree line approxiratecly four hundred yards to the Compeny left
front, to tske up ardefensive position., The Tenk Destroyers were
sent with the Third Platoon to support them., The First Platoon

vas kept 1n plsce in order to present a defense in depth and to be
in position to help A Company, although the fighting in Chemps
seemed to be spending 1tself, The Third Platoon =nd the two Tank
Destroyers moved oul and were in position as ordered withiﬁ twentiy
minutes of receipt of the message to move. (29)

The B Company Command Post under the cool lesdershlp of the
Executive ofticer, Lieutanant curcuru, had hasen displaced down a
diteh with no casualties. This, however, was unknown to Lisutenant
Thoanpson as radio contact had been lost. He believed that the Come
mend Posi group had ei;hsr been taken prisoner or beeome casualties..
(20) o

As dswn began to bresk an artillery shsll from short range
passed over the ¢ Gompany (502nd Parachute Infantry) Command Pest.
Captein Cody turned to his ®xecutive Officer, 1lst Lieutenant Esnny
and sald, "Something must be fouled up, the 4634 (Parachute Field
Artillery Battalion) is firiﬁg in the arong direction." He had
hardly finished speaking shen = sdcond round crasyed into the €Com-
nand Post. Captain Cody immediately'realiza& that it was snemy
fire, e¢oming in all probability from tanks, His first-thougbt.was
that A Company had been bypassed br the attacking Germans; he dis-
carded this thonght at once, bacause he knew that if this were true
the Germens would have run into B Company, 502nd Parachﬁta Inf. and
C Company, 40lst Glider Infanfry Bettalion, and there would have

been sounds of firing from that direction. From these thoughtis he

-

(29) (20) Eve witness, self.
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errived at the correct solution, that the thinly held lines of the
327th Glider Infantry Regiment muét have baen by-passed as thaere
had been no firing in thaﬁ area. Captaln Cody Ilmmedlately wmoved to
a position from which he could obssrve io the west, into the area
from which the tank fire was coming. (31)

As it grew & 1lttle lighter Qaptain Cody saw from his vantaga
point & number of enermy Mark IV tenks and ssveral half~tracks ridden
and supporited by Panzergrenadizrs. This force Was moving directly
towards the 40lst Glider Infantry Command Posi, scrasming and yei-
ling as they ceme. The personnel of the Comﬁénd Post had élraady
begun to displace to avold capture. Much of the Comﬁand fost eguip-
ment was left behlnd, but 1t was recaptured later in tﬁe morning by
B and C démpanies, 502nd Perachute Infantry. (32)
| Captain Codvy lLumediately ordersd his Second Platoon to withdraw
across the road and deploy 'to the right of the 1ls{ Flatoon. The
majority of the platoon was able. to carry'out this order #ith no
undue cbhfusion. The withdrawal was covered by a force of one squad
of the platoon, commanded ﬁy Staff Sergeaht DeWitt, This holding
force was surrounded and captured by the attacking Germans. The
Commsnd Post had been displaced with the remainder of the 2nd
Platoon. (33)

T™he Germans evident&lly believed that when they captured the

401st Command Post, including the operation maps and various other

Command Post ecuipment, that all American troops in the vieinity had

been routed, They immediately sent cut local security and begen to

prepare breskfast, lltile resalizing that a full strength company wes
deployed across the.road from them end preparing to take them under

fire. (34) | |

Ceptain Cody planned his attack llttle reelizing thet B Company

(81} (32) (33) (34) Statements, Captain Cody.
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was taking the enemy in its sights from the north_and that-Captain
Stoners sc:atch zroup from the Regimental Command Post was moving
into position to take the srnemy under fire from the east. (35)

The order to fire was given to C Company and ihe company laid
down a'withering fire upon the enemy, The @srmans were thrown into
great confusion; howsver, they soon rallied and jumped into thelr

tenks and began t0 get underway. 4t the same time that C Compsany
opened fire, the 34 Platoon of B Company took the cnemy under fire
from the left flank, using three light machine gﬁns, two 2.36" rocket
launchers wnd rifle fire: This fire was supported by the fires of the
two Tank Deétroyers, which hed ﬁaneuvered into position. Soon after'
this Captain Stone!s group opened fire against the onemy with 2.36"
rockets and rifle fire, Thi® completed the ring of fire around the
German penetrastion. (36) . '

Under this devasting avelapnche of fire the Germen penetration
was crushed before it could get started// This fire flght lested ap~
proximately fifteen minutes. “hen the firing was over there were
sixty-seven dead Panzergrenadiers and thirty-five wounded prisoners.
3ix Mark IV tenks end two half-tracks had been dsstroyed. One enemy
tank ﬁroko through the B Compeny's position and headed towards Champs.
Rifle and machine gun fire fromw B Company accounted for the Germans
riding upon the tank. The tenk itself was knocked out by 4 Company
when it attempted to break thrOugh the Compeny lines and esgape.: (SE}

The attack that A Compeny had been under had spent itself while
B and C Gompaﬂies were engaging the snemy penztration. The enemy dcoad
in Chemps smounted to ninety~eight, with two officers and seveniy~

.nine enlisted men taken prisoner. (38)

In all, eighteen tanks uwere destroyed by the combined sefforis
of the 327th Glider Infantry, the 502nd Perachute Infantry and the
(35) statements, Cept. Cody; (36) Eye witness, self; (37) Eye witness,
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- 4863rd Parachute Field Artillery Battelion, during Christmas morne
ing. The 4634 Parachutes Field artillery Bettalion accounted for
two of these tanks, by taking them under direct fire with their
seventy~-five mm pack howitizers, This Battalion had basen drawn up
in = pefﬁmetar defense around the viliage of Hemroulle ss thelr

- ammunition wes exhausted, having fallen to two rounds per gun, The
action of the 327th Glider Infantiry Regiment cannot be tsken up due
to the sxtensive operations of that Regiﬁent. (39)

A German Field Order captured during the fight showed that the
Gerran attempt had been madq{by the 115th Panzergrenadicr Regiment
of the 15th Panzergrenadier Division (This division had recently
been brought up from the Ttalian front.} and two Battslions of the
77th Volksgrenadier Pegiment of the 26th Volksgrenadier Division,
The attack was supported b& the division artillery of the 26th
Volksgrenadier Diviéion. (40)

The Amefican losses during the fighting were eight men kiiled
and fifteen men wounded, Two Tank Destfoyers were desiroyed by the
enemy tank fire but the craws'of-both escaped, although four af;
them were wounded, (41)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In making a study of this operation, it will be ssen that
while the enemy had enzaged the front iinés of Company A, 502nd
Parachute Infantry et Champs and made &n enﬁalmping movemant around
the thinly held flank bastween.the 502nd Parachute Infentry and the
327th Glider Infantry, the attack was contained and reduced by the
proper use of reservas.

The German forces used the principles of Mass, Surprise, Econ-

cmy of Torce, and Movement to gain an initial zdventage. The fail~

(39) a-2, p. 163; (40) A-2, p. 169; Peraonsl knowlsdge, self; (41}
fmerican wmounded, estimated. .
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ure to otserve the principle of Security resulted In the loss of
21l advantage that had been gained by the attacking forces.

Yuch criticism mey be dirscted towsrds the Germans for fail-
ure to press their advantage when they had broken through the Amerie
can lines. Coordination between the forces attacking Champs and the
ehveloping force was poor. Hed the anveioging rorce swung north
along phe Chemps~Bastogne Road after capturing the 40lst Glider In~-
fantry Command Posf, they would have over run Company B, 502nd Para-
chute Infantry and made the position of Company A at Chemps unten-
able., This would have resulted in a general collapse of the Ameri-
can lines along the northern sectéf_of the 10l1lst Division perimeter,
As & reault the German forces would have been able to pour thrd;gh
the breech and in all probability continued on to Bastogne.

The German failure to deploy in battle formation after they
believed the imerican troops routed, resulted in the utter confusion
of their forces when they were taken under fire by the defgnding
/mericans. Had the ferman commander employed hils troops and armer
correctly, the result would have been a long drawn out fire fight,
which would have resulted in many casuelties smong the defenders,
Initiative énd the desire to press home the attack are of prime im-.
portance in the conduct of modern warfare.

. Little criticlsm may be made of the defending Americsn forces,

Both commsnders and iroops reacted with speed and dstermination in

& very adverse situation. These reactions resulted in the decima-

tion ¢f the German forces,

Small unit leadership was at its best in the diffieult task of
infantry, with few ant;-tank wdapohs, rspeiling allarger attacking
force of armorrsupporﬁe& by infantry,. | |

It mey se&m thut the First Battelion Reserves were committed

THIS
in a piecemeal fashion. It must be remembered, however, thatAwas
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an unusuwal situation. If the reserve had been thrown into Champs
to repell the “erman attack, the enveloping force would have driven
into 3astosne with 1ittle opposition.
LISS0NS
Some of the lessons learned from this operation are:

1. ﬁhen 2aps exist in a defensive or offensive position,

vicorous and continuous natrgll;ga_must be carried out.

i AT L

| 2. nll around security must be maintained st all times,

PPTa S ST 3 o e,

S When a unwt is halted on an approachmmarch subordinate

P s

units must be deployed to mset an attack from any direction.

—-—.

4. Reserves must be held until the situation had ﬁ;én fully

developed and ﬁust not bn commltted plecemeal or in haste.

VP R R B s L T

5. A well orgaenized dafense in n a small v111§ge can extract

heavy toll from a much lsrser attacking force, To attack such &

S A SR T 3 A B A L AL,
e LS
P

'positlon, special asssult units such as flsmethrowers, demolitions,
and tanks are needed.

6, Tank Destroyers are utilized to the best_advantage in a

defensive position by belng held 1n—EBbile reserve.

"%, In an offensive situation when contact is made with the |
-ﬂ-

‘enemy, it must not be broken on the attacker's own accord.

8. Mass,_Ecbnoﬁy of Movement and Surprise are essential parts
of the attack but all must be pressed home vigorously to explolt
any success that has heen gained,

¢. Seasonsd infantry troops can withstand an attack by medium -

armor by use of organic anti-tank weapons. Individual positions

‘ muSt-be held and moﬁement kept to a minhmnﬁr
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PARACHUTE RIFLE COMPANY (1944)

CMPANY HEADQUARTERS:

2 0fficers - 14 Enlisted Men
RIFLE PLATOONS:

3 Tdentical Platoons of 2 Qfficers and
35 Enlisted Men each

SQUADS OF RIFLE PLATQON:

5 rifle squads of 8 men each, each squad
containing a light machine gun team

1 60mm mortar squad of 6 men

Platoon Headquarters: 2 Officers and 3

- Enlisted Men
PARACHUTE COMPANY /EAPONS:

100 M-1 Rifles
19 M-1A-4 Carbines
13 Thompson Sub-Machine Guns
6 Springfield 1903 Rifles with grenade
launchers
12 Light{ Machine Guns, 12 for defense,
9 for attack '
& 60mm Mortars
4 2.,36" Rocket Lsunchers

BATTALTON HEADQUARTERS SUPPORTING AEAPONS:

4 8lmm Moriars
8 Light Machine Guns (2 sections
4 guns each)

SUPPORT;NG BATTALYON ARTILLERY:
4 75mm Pack Bowitzers
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